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<Abstract>

The meaning of 'independence/liberation’' in
Choi Jung-hee's liberation novel

Cha, Jin-hwa

This article attempted to examine the fact that the meaning of
independence/liberation in Choi Jung-hee's liberation period novel is not
limited to national liberation, but acts as a cover for the different
expectations and ideological inclinations of the liberation subject. The
parallel arrangement of independence/liberation is based on Choi
Jung-hee's expression, and although the discourse produced by the two
concepts is different, the daily struggles experienced by the liberation
subjects can be identified as structural problems when grasping the
liberation period as an extension of the Japanese colonial period. Choi
Jung-hee's interest in independence/liberation has been steadily focused
since the beginning of her debut, including the influence of her school days,
and it cannot be said to be a simple pose. The novel of the liberation period
is like placing the possibility of a certain expectation in the symbol of the
liberation space, recreating the subjects whose expectations were put on the
liberation period by the dominant power rather than the confrontational
structure of the dominant power and the subject against it. This can be
evaluated as looking for the meaning of independence/liberation in the

middle of a concrete life beyond the ideological slope.

Key words: Choi Jeong—hee, liberation period novel,
independence/liberation, land reform act, Establishment of
South Korea's Independent Government
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