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<Abstract>

A Study on the Transcendence of Characters in
Kim Dong-li's Political Novels

—Focusing on the Transformation Aspect of the ‘Fool Saint’
Motif

Jeon, Gye-seong

Kim Dong-li's "Liberation"(1949.9~1950.2) is a work that pursued the
political reality and openly showed right-wing bias. Considering the
traces of Christian allusion revealed in "Reincarnation Theory"(1946.6)
and "Brothers"(1949.3) and the image of the sacrifice of the cross over
Lee Jang-woo in "Liberation, Kim Dong-li's 3rd humanism theory from
the Japanese colonial period to the liberation period If it is a continuous
movement up to, "Liberation" can have a meaning as a process to build a
divine human, a model of a new human view. The human god was
suggested indirectly by citing Dostoyevsky's Evil Spirit in "Sul"(1936.8),
but in reality it corresponds to the mother of "Munyeodo", and Kim
Dong-li defined it as a human being with a god. "Forest Fire" and "Rock",
which were published at the same time, are also works depicting humans
with God. However, the characters in the early novels created by Kim
Dong-li reduce the reality of the theory of humanism in the 3rd period due
to the pre-modern atmosphere and the sense of distance from reality. In
response, Kim Dong-li presented the types of human gods that can be
assumed in reality by creating political novels during the liberation
period.

In "Reincarnation Theory", Jong-woo's stupid saintly side, which
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combines values oriented toward purity and a longing for freedom, was
revealed. In "Brothers", Inbong's foolish saint is revealed through an
irrational scene in which a persecutor of the leftist turns into a person who
embraces the child of a leftist figure and is persecuted by the rightist. In
"Liberation", through Lee Jang-woo's sacrifice, comparable to Jesus'
sacrifice on the cross, the character of a realistically possible human god
reached the advanced stage. This is similar to the strategy that raised the
value of divine human beings, that Kim Dong-li wanted to put forward

based on the anti-Christianity in "Munyeodo" or "Cross of Shaban".

Key words: Kim Dong-li, liberation period, third period humanism, foolish
saint, Christian allusion, a human god
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