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<Abstract>

A Study on Utopia in Kim Saryang's
Taebaek Mountains

Lee, Kyung-Jae

In this article, we looked at the work using utopia as a keyword, not the
concepts of resistance, ethnicity, minority, and fluidity used to understand
Kim Sa-ryang's jTaeback Mountains”. The reason why the concept of
utopia is important is that the basic narrative of the Taebaek Mountains is
the story of the Yoon Cheon-il family, who experienced great political
failure in Seoul, living as Hwajeon residents in a mountainous area in
Gangwon-do and leaving in search of a new utopia. Therefore, the
exploration of the utopian character of the Taeback Mountainss is
expected to contribute to clarifying the essential character of the work and
explaining Kim Sa-ryang's artist spirit at the end of the Japanese colonial
period. To this end, this paper actively examined various discussions on
utopia and the author's prose written at a similar time. In Kim Sa-ryang's
Taebaek Mountains, both "Utopia as a programmed ideal" and "Utopia as
a dream for another world" appear, and the author aims for the latter
rather than the former. In particular, criticism of the urgent obsession with
utopian programs is revealed through the embodiment of a social group
that has dug into the Hwajeonmin village. The utopia that Kim Sa-ryang
aims for exists as a vague but universal utopia, which reveals criticism
and problem consciousness of existing society. Utopia at this time is
usually revealed in a way that criticizes negative reality. At this time, it is

the political position of Seoul, Hwajeon (people), and Woldong that
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]

appear as pinch-hit ports. Nakto is sometimes given a positive character in
a direct way, not in a pinch-hit way. It naturally shows a postcolonial
character by positively narrating the ideal spirit of ancient countries,

Hwarangdo Island, and traditional customs including Arirang.

Key words: Kim Sa-ryang, 7aebaek Mountains, Utopia, Slash—and-burn
farmers, Seoul, Decolonization
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