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<Abstract>

Authors’ Spatial Perception and Female
Representation in Island Maritime Novels during
the 1970s and 1980s

Ma, Hye-Jeong

This study examines how authors perceive space and represent female
characters in novels featuring the settings of islands and oceans during the
1970s and 1980s. Furthermore, how island maritime space turns into
place in Korean literature is ultimately revealed from the geographical
perspective. Space and place are different concepts; the former is abstract
and intangible, while the latter is a sub-concept of space and refers to a
center of meaning, especially within existence and living space.
Characters in each of the narratives struggle to live in their own place and
create meaning. This study examines them in three categories, focusing
on whether female characters can take island maritime space as a place of
a complete life. First, Flowing Island (1980) by Hong-jong Yoo and
Heavy Hand (1981) by Yong-seong Kim identify islands as a space of
origin, and women there become one with the islands and these
island-women need to be discovered by men and cannot have a place by
themselves. Second, Tidal Wave (1979) by In-soo Kang and Drifting
leodo (1987) by Si-hong Go are examined with regards to the nature of
place by focusing on how husbandless female divers (haenyeo) use the
sea as a place of labor. This study views the sea is a place on the border
between life and death for female divers. Moreover, while they are able to

physically get used to “being in the water” with repeated suffering and
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make it their own place, it is only a place into which they have to dive
through pain before death, and which embodies their inescapable fate.
Third, Divine Bow (1977) by Seung-se Cheon focuses on the meaning of
gutcheong (gutmadang and gutpan) in the fishing village Jangseonpo and
the shaman Wangnyeoni. This study suggests that gutcheong has the
meaning of identity as a place where Wangnyeoni acquires her identity as
a shaman, while island people turn her gutcheong into a place with a
common identity as people who rely on the sea for their livelihood. This
study also demonstrates that the history of the island Jangseonpo is
internalized in the place occupied by the characters, and that it is the spirit

of the place that the author intends to reveal.

Key word: Island Maritime Novel, space, place, Spatial Perception, woman,
the origin, desire of live, history, strength of inner, destiny
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