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<Abstract>

Sensing the ‘misery of life’ Proletcult
—Focusing on Kim Gi-jin's short stories in the 192-30s

Kim, Jeong-nam

In spite of the achievements of numerous preceding studies, the
research on Kim Gi-jin's literature mostly consists of critical texts
centered on the controversial history. Through this, his critical aspect was
illuminated in depth and three-dimensionally, but the reality of how this
view of literature was actually realized in his creation is completely
hidden except for novels. In response, this study sought to reveal how the
political and aesthetic antagonism that emerged in the process of
dialectically avoiding the contradictions between proletcult of 'Bolshevik
left'(Leftist) and 'Bolshevism of Lenin'(Leninism) was sensibly projected
in his work.

Kim Gi-jin was a critic who laid the theoretical foundation for
proletarian literature, and was a literary theorist who rejected class
literature as an agi-pro, and emphasized the fact that an aesthetic sense for
shaping is necessary for a reasonable representation of reality to be
possible. This view of his literature is projected as a specific creative
methodology in his short stories. First of all, he found the cause of the
collapse of the colonial economy as a basis in The Death of a Young
Idealist[ 1 & o] 4F2]=}¢] AWFE)ly in the contradictions and
limitations of the capitalist mode of production and in A third-class
ticket(3%5-2} )., the reality of Joseon’s hopeless economy was captured

with an accurate sense by setting a small capitalist family on the path to
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decline. The reality of capitalism revealed acutely in "A literary sketch of
the Sea[H}T}2] A3 (/~ih)]u, which is set in fishing villages and nearby
seas, appears as a food chain of private desires symbolized by theft and a
cultural de-sublimation called freedom and comfort that perpetuates it.
The transitional era of colonial modernity that embraces all of this is
embodied in "The down-fall(&-2});through the generational conflict
surrounding views on love and marriage and the portrait of the lumpen
Intellectual socialist youth who loses his sense of reality and wanders
around recklessly. From the perspective that as the state of life changes,
the category of aesthetic changes accordingly, Kim Gi-jin embodies the
miserable class reality with the aesthetic techniques and accurate sense
appropriated from it, rather than the bourgeois aesthetics of hallucinations
and illusions that are forcibly created. This dialectical attitude toward
literary studies clearly makes us realize that he possesses a view of
literature that is more than a simple fundamentalist based on the
perspective of the Proletcult of the Bolshevik left.

Accordingly, Kim Gi-jin's literary vector, created by theory as a critic
and practice as a writer, has the meaning of an achievement in the
historical context of simultaneously avoiding the limits of Choi Seo-hae's
experiential poverty and Park Young-hee's sense of purpose. From this
point of view, novel aesthetics can be said to be a 'Proletcult' that senses
'the misery of life' in response to how to dialectically avoid the
confrontational two sides between content and form, politics and

aesthetics, and Leftist and Leninism.

Key words: Bolshevik left(Leftist), Bolshevism of Lenin(Leninism), content
and form, politics and aesthetics, the misery of life, sense,
Proletcult
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