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<Abstract>

Intensifying the ‘Realism’ through ‘Popularity’
—Rereading Eom Heung-seop’s The Lover of the Century (1939)

Kim, Mi-yeon

The purpose of this article is to reread Eom Heung-seop’s novel The
Lover of the Century (1939) and examine the method of realism pursued
by the writer on the premise of the difference between the serial and the
book. Previous studies, because they mainly analyzed serials, did not
analyze in detail the psychological changes of the characters and the way
they cope with reality, and defined the attitude of the male protagonist as
the characteristic of the work, so there was a need for re-reading. Based
on this awareness of the problem, the following content was discussed.
First, I looked at how this novel was evaluated by commentators at the
time. As a result, there was a coexistence of the positive evaluation that it
harmonized popularity and art, and the criticism that it was a schematic
and bourgeois love novel. During this period, Eom Heung-seop pursued a
creative approach that fused ‘realism’ with ‘romanticism’ and insisted on
depicting ‘what should be’ in his novels rather than ‘what is’. Secondly, I
focused on the characters to identify the points where the author's
orientation was reflected in the novel. I confirmed that this is a universal
problem, not a particular individual one, by examining the scene where
male and female intellectuals struggle with employment and dating
problems. In particular, the scene in which a male character leaves real
space for a new place and the scene in which a female character tries to

overcome the bondage of relationships are important in that they suggest

198



(= A
S

ol

9 A3t

mjo

et

‘2l

the possibility of transcendence. Ultimately, this article attempts to read
the possibility of ‘changing lives’ through close observation of the

characters and interprets the work as a reality-reflective novel.

Key words: Eom Heung-seop, Popular fiction, Realism, Awareness of
reality, Educated person, Modern woman, Intelligentsia
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