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<Abstract>

Progress of novels based on inventions
and discoveries during the late Korean Empire

and colonial period
—Awareness and acceptance of ‘invention’ by intellectuals of
a group of international students in Japan

Choi, Ae-soon

The early science novels The Strange Story of Undersea Travel and
The Iron World, which were introduced in the late Korean Empire,
contain stories of curiosity and longing for the invention and discovery of
Western civilization, lamenting the unfortunate and frustrating reality of
Joseon against this, and calling for the breaking of old customs. Japanese
students' admiration for Western culture and their will to enlighten
themselves about the reality of Joseon were the 'acceptance of Western
culture' that came through Japan. In addition, as part of the patriotic
enlightenment movement, ‘science’ was promoted, inventions and
discoveries were encouraged, and historical stories and biographies of
heroes were included to inspire patriotism. However, the group of
students living in Japan who actively accepted Western culture as part of
the patriotic enlightenment movement formed an intellectual class during
the colonial period and unexpectedly aligned themselves with the
domestic nationalist line.

This paper examines how translations of science fiction, which came as
part of patriotic enlightenment in 1907 and 1908, influenced subsequent

domestic novels. While studying abroad in Japan, Lee Kwang-soo also
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wrote articles for a magazine for international students in Japan, creating
novels that fully capture the sentiment of the magazine and the
characteristics of the student group. Lee Gwang-su's life allows us to learn
what activities a group of Japanese students studying abroad did after
returning to Joseon and what the scientific inventions they believed in
meant to them. Rather than Lee Kwang-soo's perception of science, this
paper examines the history of how 'invention science' was introduced and
accepted as a heterogeneous and contradictory landscape by Joseon
people during the colonial period, including inventions and discovered
materials as news items depicted in his works, and chemical experiments
perceived as landscapes. [ want to go see it.

In addition, it was judged that a group of Japanese students studying
abroad played a leading role in creating inventions, discovered materials
and landscapes, and how it was perceived from The Strange Story of an
Undersea Travel published in a magazine for Japanese students studying
abroad to the novels of Lee Kwang-soo, who had the experience of
studying abroad in Japan. I went there. Therefore, rather than Lee
Kwang-soo's personal awareness of science, we consider Kim Seong-jae
revealed in The Pioneer as a representative symbol of a colonial student,
and try to follow the characters in the work. The reason why the term
‘invention/discovery’ was used instead of ‘science’ was because the focus
was on the machines, technologies, or landscapes of inventions/
discoveries rather than scientific awareness. Even though they borrow
materials from inventions and discoveries, Lee Gwang-soo's The Pioneer
and Love cannot be classified as ‘science fiction’ because they do not
directly use the term ‘science’.

In this paper, we will examine why the actions of characters in novels
about 'inventions and discoveries' are full of contradictions, and why
'science', which was introduced as part of the patriotic enlightenment

movement and national prosperity and military power, did not lead to the
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enrichment of the nation. do. The characteristics of the group of Japanese
students who were the first to introduce science or industry (science and
engineering) and science fiction clash with the life they lived after
returning to Joseon, and the inventions and discoveries that have no
substance and the inventions and discoveries that do not succeed and
always repeat failure. I want to show this through their experiments in the
novel. I would like to follow The Strange Story of an Undersea Travel
and The Iron World, which were first introduced into Korea, and the
domestic original novels The Pioneer and Love by Lee Kwang-su, which

were influenced by these works.

Key words: Korean student in Japan, patriotic enlightenment, national
reform, Lee Kwang-soo, invention, discovery, intellectual, rich
country and strong military, pro—Japanese, 7he Strange Story
of Undersea Travel, The lron World, Pioneer, Love
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