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<Abstract>

A Study on the Achievements and Prospects of
Reader Studies in Korean Modern and
Contemporary Novel Literature

Jun, Eun Kyung

This paper analyzes studies about novel readers related to Korean
modern and contemporary novels and narratives published from 2000 to
2023. During this period, the data on published studies about novel
readers were compiled to investigate the quantitative status, including the
number of studies per year, the periods of focus in reader-related research,
the subjects analyzed in reader studies, and the categorization of specific
reader groups. Additionally, the paper categorizes and examines the most
frequently utilized research methods, such as reader reception/response
criticism, reading theories, media theories, feminist theories, and cultural
theories. Furthermore, each methodology's discussions are reviewed, and
the achievements, limitations, and future directions of studies about novel
readers are summarized.

Wolfgang Iser has discussed the incompleteness of the text, stating that
it is the reader who fills in the gaps and spaces within the text, thereby
emphasizing the role of the reader. If there is no perfect text or perfect
interpretation, the text will be constantly reproduced and reinterpreted by
individual readers. I believe the same applies to studies about novel
readers. Discussions about how readers are perceived, evaluated, and their

roles will also be continuously reproduced and reinterpreted by individual
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researchers. Moreover, within this ongoing process, the literary history of
readers can also be newly created.

Therefore, studies about novel readers can reconstruct the literary
history of the novel in novel ways. It appears that a variety of approaches
to reader studies, rather than being confined to a single theme, should be
pursued. Among such studies, there is a need for a comprehensive
exploration of active agents, the readers, in the context of novel literature.
This is because readers not only exist as objects of reading the text but
also play an active role as respondents, actors, and vocal participants,
even taking on the role of producers of literature. Ultimately, studies
about novel readers have the potential to serve as a driving force in

narrating the new literary history of modern and contemporary novels.

Key words: Korean Modern and Contemporary Novel Literature, Novel
Literature History, Reader Literature History, Studies about
Novel Readers, Reader Reception Theory, Reader Response
Theory
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