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<Abstract>

The ‘Sick Body’ and Class

—Reproduction of disease and disability in proletarian novels
during the colonial period

Choi, Eunhye

The proletarian novels during the colonial period reproduce diseases
and disabilities by corresponding them to classes. The "Sick Body"
reproduced in the novel is neither deemed as something fateful nor stays
in the domain of healing and treatment. The proletarian novels require
attention in that they enabled us to deliberate the diseases and disabilities
as social things beyond these individual perspectives. The diseases and
disabilities reproduced in proletarian novels are a reality itself that suffers
from them rather than a metaphor, and are created by social structural
discrimination and oppression. They expose such a body realistically,
thereby entailing the social reporting of the violence of ‘normality’ that is
represented as a ‘healthy body’ and cracking it. The normality at this time
embraces the order created by imperialism and capitalism.

This study examines two aspects of the proletarian novels that
reproduce diseases and disabilities. One is that it is revealing an
awareness of how oppression and exploitation are carved into the ‘Sick
Body.” And, another is that the ‘Sick Body’ is playing an important role in
discovering existence in classes and deriving solidarity among workers,
especially in novels focusing on the issues of industrial accidents. In
summary, the diseases and disabilities reproduced in proletarian novels

cause political meaning in that they disclose the social conditions in
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which a ‘Sick’ existence has been put in place and rather attempt to link
with surroundings through pain, rather than being considered as the

subjects to be cured actively.

Key words: Sick body, Disease, Disability, Proletarian novel, Lee
Buk-Myung, Industrial accident
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