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<Abstract>

Emotional Education after the Korean War

—The Nation-state Ideology Reflected on Orphan Narratives of
Saebeot in the 1950s

Jo, Yunjeong

This paper aims to analyze the aspects of orphans appearing in literary
works of the magazine Saebeot(new friend) in the 1950s, and to examine
the health discourse distributed through the magazine advertisements and
the problems of children’s events held by the magazine publisher in
relation to the reality of orphans’ lives after the war. In the Western
literature included in the magazine Saebeot, a large number of works are
about orphans. In the process of translating them, these works were
abridged and simplified under the influence of the discourse of didactic
morality and the ‘good wife and wise mother’ ideology. Nonetheless,
these works awaken the value of ‘helpers(protectors)’, reveal the danger
of ‘hierarchy’ formed from an adult’s point of view, and highlight the
importance of ‘compassion’ for orphans. In contrast, Korean children's
literature shows differences in terms of the appearance of rescuer as
soldiers and teachers, formation of quasi families, and the solidarity of
children. Korean writers of the postwar period denied the inherent
weaknesses of humans and they made children regard themselves as
living an inadequate existence or, conversely, made them stay in a fantasy
of domination.

The features of literary works in the magazine Saebeot are related to

the loss of foundation of life due to Korean war and the influence of
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nationalism and anti-communism. The orphan narratives included in the
magazine interrogate about the qualification to be saved and leave the
benevolence and satisfaction highlighted from the perspective of the
savior. The rank of the saviors and saved people is also related to the
advertisements of the magazine Saebeot and the events hosted by the
magazine publisher. The discourse of healthy children emphasized in the
magazine led readers to regard the bodies of relatively unprotected
orphans as abnormal and deformed condition. What's more, invitations to
cultural events or the private information of contest winners made readers
despair due to social hierarchy and normal family ideology. Despite the
critical efforts of some writers about this, the narratives of hope provided
to children by Saebeot in the 1950s had no choice but to remain as
political texts that contained power relations between adults and children,
and between wealthy children and poor children, depending on the
nation-state discourse after the war while still sealing the wounds of the

war.

Key words: Saebeot, Korean war, orphan, children's literature, translation,
compassion, nationalism, anti-communism
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