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<Abstract>

The impossibility of communication
and The form of possibility

—focused on “The Greek Lecture”

Lee, Ha-eun

This paper aims to explore the impossibility of communication and the
form of possibility through “The Greek Lecture” in Gang-Han's novels.
While previous studies have focused on the eco-feminist perspective in
“Vegetarian” and the historical context in “Human Acts”, this paper has a
purpose to uncover the poetics of Han's novels by examining “The Greek
Lecture.” This particular work stands out for its exploration of language
and communication. By examining the form of language in “The Greek
Lecture,” we can gain an insight into the broader poetics of Han's novels.

According to Heidegger, language is the house of being, and human
lives in the way of language. Similarly, the language in “The Greek
Lecture” symbolizes the way of life for the two main characters. Their
communication disorders are related to incomplete language forms. While
the woman can hear the voice of being, she lacks an appropriate form to
interpret it, whereas the man has a logical construction for communication
but cannot contain the meaning of being. “The Greek Lecture” explores
how to restore the broken system of meaning, and the main characters
turn to the Greek language to achieve this goal.

However, the exotic language alone cannot provide a solution. To

regain the right system of meaning, the two incomplete forms must
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collide. This happens incidentally when the main characters face each
other's weaknesses, leading to the formation of a community of lovers.
The community of lovers is a form of possibility that is constructed by
embracing their incompleteness and differences. As a result, ethical
values such as solidarity, love, liberty, and trust are generated in their
lives. The matter of language form and communication in “The Greek
Lecture” shifts from semiotics to ethics, suggesting that ethical values are
the key to overcoming the impossibility of communication.

In conclusion, an impossibility of communication gets over, when
ethical values settle down in human being’s lives. This is the practice of
ethics that “The Greek Lecture” shows through the matter of language

and communication.

Key words: “The Greek Lecture”, uncertainty of linguistic sign, the form
of possibility, primitive(origin) language, form, Gang-Han,
ethics, community of lover
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