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<Abstract>

A Study on the periodizations in

Korean Modern Literature

—Focusing on the technological development of modern
and postmodern times

Lee, Yong-wook

This paper is part of a project to reconstruct the history of modern
Korean literature. It seeks to distinguish between modernity and
modernity with a new cognitive framework, and to build modern Korean
literature on that foundation. As a first step, we will establish the criteria
that can be applied to both modernity and modernity and distinguish them
simultaneously as the 'environment' and 'experience' provided by
technology, and examine the impact of technological development in
modernity and postmodernity on our aesthetic worldview and perceptual
attitudes. In doing so, I will argue for the 1890s as the beginning of
modernity and the 1990s as the end of modernity with signs of
postmodernity, and define the period of Korean modern literature from
the 1900s to the 1990s.

If the representative technologies of modernity are mewspaper' and
'train', the representative technologies of postmodernity are 'computer'
and ‘'internet'. Although they share the commonality of 'storage
technology' and 'connection technology', the user environment and user
experience work in a completely different way. The user experience of
newspapers and trains is not for humans, but for technology. On the other

hand, the user experience of computers and the internet is for both
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humans and technology. This has led to postmodern notions of subject
and object, subject and objectification, as they interact with each other
and exchange reinforcing experiences.

Just as the 1990s was an ambivalent period of modernity and
postmodernity, computers and the Internet, which were popularised in the
1990s, were born in modernity, but are postmodern technologies for
moving beyond modernity. And in the 21st century, as 'computers' have
evolved into 'smartphones' and the 'internet' into the 'metaverse', the
modern era has come to an end and the modern era has begun in earnest.

The role and value of literature naturally changes with the times. The
study of modern literature is still necessary in the 21st century. This is
because we are able to perceive 'modernity' objectively and with greater
clarity. Declaring the 1990s as the end of modern literature will not only
make a knot of an era, but also mark the beginning of a new era of Korean

modern literature research.

Key words: Modernity, Post modernity, Modern literature, Technological
development, User environment, User experience
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