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<Abstract>

The creation of the origin of Manchukuo

and the Brith of ‘foundation myth’
—Focus on Choi Nam-sun's Man-Mongol Culture

Qian Chunhua

Contemporary context takes an very important role in studying the
texts of late colonial period, especially the works with the background of
Manchukuo. In this thesis, Man-Mongol Culture can be seen as another
text that confirms the importance of context. On Apr. 30, 1938, Choi
Nam-sun was appointed as the only Korean professor of the Kenkoku
university in Manchuria. He worked in the 'History Study Group' and
'Cultural Study Group' of the Institute of Education and Culture and
taught "Man-Mongol Culture" course. Man-Mongol Culture was the
lecture notes during that time. The Manchurian Kenkoku university was
the best school to nurture the talents who advocated the founding spirit of
Manchukuo and served the ideology of it. The research institutes of the
university are trying to provide a rational and academic basis for such
ideology, system and policy. Taking Pu Yi's visit to Japan as an
opportunity, Manchukuo which was established on the concept of
“Five-Race Harmony” and “Kingly Way” advocated the "Emperor
Politics" and then emphasized Shinto and regarded Amaterasu-omikami
as the founding god in late colonial period. Therefore, the Manchuria
needed a new origin and it had to be done through cultural studies. Choi
Nam-sun's Man-Mongol Culture was born in the context like this. In
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Man-Mongol Culture, Choi Nam-sun focused on culture and considered
the myth as the cultural origin. According to him, the origin myth of
Northeast China was the founding myth of Buyeo. Such argument
actually considered the Manchurian region as the origin of Northeast Asia
including China, Korea and Japan. However, the emphasis on the myth of
Buyeo which was considered as the cultural origin seemed to emphasize
that Korea was the origin of Japan. It successfully reproduced the origin
of Manchukuo, and at the same time, highlighted the presence of the
Koreans people. Like this, it was a coexistence of cooperation and

resistance.

Key words: Choi Nam-sun, Man-Mongol Culture, founding spirit, Five-race
Harmony. kingly way, Shinto, foundation myth
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