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<Abstract>

A Study on the Early ‘May novel’ of "Flag,
—Through the Focalization Mode of "Flag,—

Chae, Hee-Yoon

This paper is to study on the pattern of focalization of "Flag,. This
work is known as the most controversial work in ‘May Literature’.
Even to present day, "Flag, has conflicting evaluations on the purpose
and functionality of literature. In this situation, I would like to analyze
the epic technique of text to examine it more objectively. Because |
believe this is an effective method to examine the purpose and
orientation of a narrative text.

In my opinion, "Flag, was using a very peculiar focalization
pattern. First, it focuses on the characters inside the novel (internal
focalization). Second, the narrator uses a focalization technique that
moves the perspective freely (variable focalization) Such a
focalization technique is a narrative strategy that tries to utilize the
cross-narrating of characters, in the long run. In this work, Hong,
Hee-dam tries to get all of his characters to testify that the ‘May
uprising’ is a historical fact. And, she also wanted to declare the grief
of the victims of the ‘May Uprising’. The author believed that the
most effective way to achieve her goal was cross-narrating.

Until now, we did not have the academic definition of ‘May

Literature’. Therefore, we should quickly establish the categorical
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concept of ‘May Literature’. For this reason, we need to study ‘May

literature’ in a more diverse methodology.

Key words: May Uprising, cross-narrative, fixed focalization, May
Literature, mixed description, narrative device
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