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<Abstract>

A Study on the Patterns of “My” Relations in
Park Wansuh's "Year of Famine in the City,

Chae, Hui-Yeong

Park Wansuh wrote many biographical novels based on her
experiences from her first work "The Naked Trees(1970) to her
series "Mother's Garden, . 1t is difficult to describe the changing
patterns of her works in a consistent way, but her creative tendency
seems to have been consistently oriented toward biographical novels
based on her own experiences.

This study set out to examine her "Year of Famine in the City,
(1979), which has some distance from her consistent biographical
works since she started her literary career, to figure out the limping
modernity of the South Korean society in the 1970s that she tried to
reveal and the family history of the main character to represent it in a
compressive manner. For this purpose, the investigator focused on the
fact that “I,” the speaker in the novel, displayed the closest connections
with the thematic consciousness of the novel, looking into the process
of “my” double existence style being depicted in the work and the way
of my establishing critical relations with people around me revealed by
“my” lifestyle.

“I,” the speaker and main character of "Year of Famine in the

Citya, have a different personality from “I” in her biographical novels.
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Being the youngest child in the family, “I” maintain a critical
viewpoint of all the people around “me” as well as “my” family. I
keep an objective eye on snobbish characters in the novel, examining
the reality of the novel from a critical perspective.

“I” create a somewhat different atmosphere from people in
influential relations with “me” and pursue a life of different tendency
from them. I am a positive character having the idea that I should get
away from them even though I have not found a special way to do so,
displaying a double existence style.

Based on my existence style, “I” succeed in making critical
relations with the people surrounding “me” by growing out of my old
idle life boldly and achieving self-reliance. As a form of self-reliance,
I choose to move to the hometown of my boyfriend Gu Ju-hyeon.
Here, the rural hometown with its warmness is interpreted to represent
a space in contrast with the snobbish urban reality.

\\Iu

Key words: as the speaker, double existence style, making a

critical relation, Lacan, desire, self-reliance
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