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<Abstract>

A Study on Coffee Smell and Cafe Space in
Lee Hyo-Seok's Literature

Lee, Mi-Rim

Armed with literature theories and modern knowledge, Lee
Hyo-seok left urban novels characterized by eroticism and exoticism.
The writer and college professor had his art match his life and
believed that environments and situations would gave birth to works
with an emphasis on natural characteristics, climate, and the body as
conditions for modern Western literature. Such examples of his would
include literature like strawberry, tomato, apple, fermented soybean
lump, or butter. He understood modern Western literature as sensual
literature, youth literature, and body odor literature and used coffee
smell and cafe space as the signs of modernity in his works. Cafes
made a mainstream in the modernism literature of Guinhoi in the
1930s, and Lee used a cafe space emitting coffee smell as an allegory
in his daily life and works, as well.

A cafe was a sign of modernity and distinction, representing a place
where everyone could receive a treatment and welcome, escaping
from contempt and suppression. Distinguished from country people
and premodern individuals, the cafe space witnessed intelligent
conversations based on art, knowledge, music, and refined emotions

and provided customers with a private and secret space of their own
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free from anyone's interference. It was a space needed by Lee to
maintain his artistic sensibility likened to fog, verse, scent, dream, and
fantasy as a professor and head of family. Drinking a cup of tea while
discussing literature, checking time, and listening to classical music
depicted an aspect of modern people to reveal a modern lifestyle in
modern time. Cafes near a port city "Bukguksasin" and "Giwoo" were
reproduced as an oasis of romance and youth where customers with
many stories would gather, singing, dancing, drinking alcohol and
coffee, and getting love. These were where stowaways, travelers,
crewmen, and migrant workers could take a rest in extreme tension to
cross the border. These places also told the stories of Russian
waitresses as Engels girls and Joseon women that became waitresses
after the fall of home economy. The cafes in his early works written
from the perspective of class consciousness had a mixture of asylum,
poverty, and romance for the people of colonized Joseon that escaped
from the suppression, violence, and surveillance of the ruling
Japanese. Cafes were also reproduced as the space of consuming
hobos' fantasy, leisure, and social intercourse. Hobos that were
intellectuals without a job would enter a cafe after walking around
Seoul or Pyeongyang streets with tired legs. Such a cafe would reveal
the characteristics of urban civilization in a unique situation of
colonized capitalist modern times. In his Angels and Prose Poems,
Lee depicts the main character's daily life of leaving his shabby,
humble, tragic, and miserable boarding house, walking along the
streets lined with hotels, department stores, cafes, and cabarets, and
receiving comfort and sexual service from the angels of his heart or
waitresses, who had a great appearance and talent, were proficient
with talks, adorned themselves with mufflers and dresses, and wore

make-up, at a cafe. His Fantasy Gurakbu describes the daily life of
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intellectuals in colonized Joseon represented by four single men
without a job in their thirties. They would sit in a cafe all day long,
dreaming of taking a trip with a beautiful lady or traveling around the
world. Their gathering would break down, however, after one of them
was put in a difficult situation after his mining business failed. In Lee's
novels, the cafe space was also reproduced as the testing ground of sex
and love. In his experiments with desire and love between cafe
waitresses and male customers, the stories were told in women's
position, which differentiates Lee from other writers. Women were
well aware of men's irresponsible and temporary sexual instinct and
recognized the limitations of monogamy, modern romantic dating,
patriarchy, and heterosexual love. They would understand their rivals
in love based on sympathy and solidarity of women instead of getting
jealous of them. Self-sufficient and independent cafe waitresses were
based on Lee's literary view, which was that the liberation of the body
would result in the liberation of true humanity. These findings indicate
that coffee smell and cafe space were major backgrounds in Lee's
urban novels and represented a modern life implying his thematic

consciousness.

Key words: coffee smell, cafe space, sign of modemity, distinction,
oasis, waitress, hobo, testing ground of sex and love
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