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<Abstract>

The Narration of Rumor and the Subject of
Anxiety
—Focusing on Park Wan-seo’s novels—

Woo, Hyun-Ju

Novel by Wanseo Park makes the narration of rumors by
combining the media herald instigating the public, intentional rumor
for the moral belittlement, and rumors widely talked about. The
purpose of this study is to set three layers: rumor which is the text,
Subject who is the creator/ Other who is the victim, community of
acceptance and resistance affect, and to explore the relationship
between the rumor which is text and the creator.

The rumor is composed of the ‘occurrence’ including the
incubation period, ‘distribution’ that all classes of society can be the
subject, and exercise of violence that changes abruptly to the form of
social ‘behavior’. In this study, the aspect of anxiety combined with
the people’s unconscious psychology and the progress process of the
rumor narration are considered in the stages of occurrence and
distribution of the rumor. The rumor is a process of purification that
emancipates the subject’s anxiety and has the double-sidedness that
intensifies the anxiety.

The rumor strategy by media which planed the emotion to renovate

people in 1970s and made the confusion and fear in 1980s shows the
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social mechanism seizes the subject’s daily life by becoming the
ideology. The convention of the subject remaining in the daily life is
defined as the pre-modernism as colliding with the modern media
plan. At this time, the subject which worries about falling behind
collapses before the perfect pinch hitter or makes the imaginary rumor
before being stigmatized unethically to conceal the past. The
paraphilic performance of this subject is the attempt to remove the
anxiety but it fails.

The narration of rumor shared inside the group is made because of
the hierarchical instability, restriction of status rise, desire for the
power, and anxiety caused by the loss of symbolic authority. Wanseo
Park sets a mediation figure who conveys the author’s consciousness
between the group triggering and sharing the rumor and the target in
which their desire is reflected. They raise the reader’s credibility as
mediating the spread of the unreasonable and unethical rumor and
keeping their distance from the rumor-causing group. Like this, the
subject of anxiety that makes and distributes the rumor narration of the
Wanseo Park’s novel structures the powerful meaning of the everyday

life where the common sense and senselessness coexist.

Key words: The narration of rumor, anxiety, Subject, Wanseo Park,
The occurence of rumor, The distribution of rumor
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