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T Abstract,

Y1 Gwang-su in liberation period
and Signifier of ‘Pro-Japanese’

Lee, Min-Young

Yi Gwang-su is an author who started Korean modern literature, at
the same time he is a representative person of Pro-Japanese. He
embodies a close relationship of colonialism and modernization.
Focusing on Yi Gwang-su in a sense of pro-Japanese is enforcing us to
remember the colonial past and revealing the contradiction between
nation-building and liquidation discourse. On this article, I analyzed
the narratives in liberation period that reproduce Yi Gwang-su as
pro-Japanese.

There are various representations on Yi Gwang-su in liberation
period. In “My confession”, Yi Gwang-su represents his past by
himself. The point of Yi’s narrative is that there is no difference
between pro-Japanese and patriot. Pro-Japanese in Yi’s novel is
described one of nationalist despite of the criticism on Pro-Japanese.
The reason that Yi Gwang-su explained pro-Japanese as patriot was
because he believed in the universality and reasonability of law in
colonial system. In this logic, He could claim ‘the cooperation with
Japan for Korean nation’.

Kim Dong-in identified Yi Gwang-su as anti-nationalist in

“Traitor”. Kim constituted Yi Gwang-su’s past behavior and thought
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in a way of pro-Japanese’s. On the other hand, Kim Dong-in try to
described his past as patriot even though he was also between the
Pro-Japanese and patriot. Yi Suk-jing’s novel “limitation” borrowed
Yi Gwang-su’s Japanese name and imagined the suicide of
Pro-Japanese and the completed liquidation. However, the liquidation
was not finished after the suicide of Pro-Japanese. It evoked the
uncomfortable feeling and questioned the identification of nationalist.
This indicates that the signifier of pro-Japanese cannot be settled and

completed the liquidation of colonial past is impossible.

Key words: liquidation, the special investigation committee of
anti-national activities, self-representation, anti-nation,
nation-building, confession novel
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