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<Abstract>

The Narrative Structure of Regression in
Lee Cheongjun's Island Embracing Mythology

Ma, Hee-Jeong

In Island Embracing Mythology, Centering on Yosun, Jongmin
examines, explores, observes and pursues. And it has a regression
structure so that its narrative goes into and comes out and goes back.
The narrative of regression is similar to the structure of the rite of
passage of separations, transitions, and returns. It follows an open
structure that transcends dichotomy. The vague future waits for the
characters to make them repeat an ambiguous life in the narrative of
regression. The fate of them remains unchanged and trapped in the
tragic and limited situations. The bondage of fate is tragic. Overlapped
with the myth of the baby of great strength, the writer tries to describe
the fatalistic limit of human beings who are doomed to die in the logic
of the strong and the weak.

“The Gut”(a kind of exorcism for mourning) is to resolve deep
sorrow of the dead and it has something in common with the writing
style of Lee, Cheongjun. Writing or “gut” is a testament to uncover the
truth that governmental power tries to conceal or the stories that
individuals try to hide by feelings of guilt. As ‘gut’ transcends rational
and scientific things, it is hard for common people to understand it.

However, ‘gut’ comforts the hurt of the wounded by transcending time
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and space. Also, ‘Gut’ connects life and death and exposes the truth of
national violence. The author embraces the ‘Gut’ of ‘shamanic myths’
and extends the form of the novel.

Messages of the novel by narrative analysis are as follows:
Historically, the lives of the socially disadvantaged are repeated. With
the passing times, resentment and grudge has been piled up onto the
lives of countless victims. Writing or ‘gut’ plays a temporary role of
consolation but they do not solve the problems completely. Therefore,
the anguish of the imperfect humans and their pain and suffering will
be continued. writing or ‘gut’ catches something temporary but fails to
uncover the truth. But remembering and testifying are related to
discovering the truth, restoring them to heal or treat their wounds, and
making them alert not to repeat their tragic lives.

There is a limit for the author to describe accurately the ‘gut’
gestures and oral language with the written words. Nevertheless,
Island Embracing Mythology embraces and transcends the limit of
previous works. Readers can catch the author's earnest and persistent
determination to explore and grasp the inner side of life constantly.
Furthermore, they can recognize the author's passionate viewpoint
who tries to communicate and testify through his works with the
solidarity and compassion of the imperfect and vulnerable human

beings.
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