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<Abstract>

The Gender of Proletarian literature in the early
1930s and Korean Literature History

Bae, Sang-Mi

This paper examines proletarian fiction in the early 1930s,
particularly Kohyang and Ingan munjae (From Wonso Pond) in order
to recast Korean literary history. For this purpose, I analyze women
worker characters who appropriate and resist social norms in these
novels. When I reconstruct proletarian novels to focus on gender, two
cases are often found: ways of responding to conflicts within the
family differ according to gender, and conscious class struggle for
many women originates from sexual harrassment. Kohyang represents
the former by comparing a male intellectual who submits to the feudal
family system without any critical perspective, whereas women
laborers find new identities while working in the factory. Ingan
munjae portrays the latter by contrasting a male intellectual and
worker who understand class and class conflict abstractly, with a
female worker who perceives class struggle as a way of recovering her
dignity within the spaces of both everyday life and the working place
stratified by class. Both novels describe how various contradictions
overlap following the differences between laborers. Therefore, I
propose that a gender perspective can be a productive methodology to
newly articulate the value and significance of proletarian novels in

Korean literary history.
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