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<Abstract>

Coal Mine Fiction in the Post-Mining Era
—Archiving Memory and Affect Since the 1997 Financial Crisis

Jo, Yunjeong

This paper aims to elucidate the significance of writing as a reflection
on growth and development, as well as an archive of memory and affect,
through images of industrial ruins in post-IMF crisis coal mine fictions.
To this end, this study focuses on the works of authors-including Han
Kang, Kim Do-yeon, Kim Jong-kwang, Lee Ok-su, Kim Kum-hee, Kim
Ki-tae, Lee Moon-young, and Choi Eun-mi-who, since the 1997 financial
crisis, have set their narratives in mining regions or the Sabuk Uprising,
or featured miners as central characters. The images of industrial ruins in
these fictions offer a possibility of overlapping the anxieties and
exclusions caused by global capital and economic recession with the
history of Korea’s carbon energy economy. Based on this observation,
this paper analyzes the images of abandoned mining towns through the
concept of "industrial ruins."

The authors visualize the oppressive nature of state power and
capitalism, as well as the ontological deprivation of human beings,
through the damaged bodies of miners. Furthermore, by projecting public
strategies that historically and pragmatically order abandoned mining
villages alongside speculative capitalism, the fictions reveal the
contradictory impulses and attractions evoked by ruins—such as painful
pasts versus glorious histories, and hotbeds of crime versus desires for

occupation. In these fictions, ruins are deconstructed, reassembled, and
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reinterpreted. The authors adopt an anachronistic gaze where the past
persists in the present, refusing to limit the image of the coal mine to mere
evidence of a specific era. Through compassion and hospitality between
characters, they lead us to contemplate mining regions beyond the logic of
extraction. Coal mine fictions of the post-mining era present historical
truths distinct from dominant memories by rearranging and
interconnecting seemingly irrelevant and disparate elements. Ultimately,
they provoke a critical reflection on contemporary crises. Therefore, these
narratives serve as a deconstructive record of memory and affect
regarding mining regions and hold significance as a counter narrative

against the dominant order.

Key words: abandoned mine (town), coal mine fiction, miner, ruin, Sabuk
Uprising, archiving, memory, affect, counter narrative
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