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<Abstract>

Memes and Fiction
as Commons in the Era of Antagonism

Lee, Soyoung

This study explores how “memes” and “fiction” can serve as resources
for resistance as a “commons” against “anti-intellectualism,” a specific
“form of antagonism” triggered by contemporary neoliberal anxiety. To
this end, the study first examines the conditions under which memes and
fictioncan function as a commons. Through the documentary Feels Good
Man(2020), it argues that for a meme to become a commons, a struggle
for contextualization is required to transcend its inherent nature of
decontextualization. Furthermore, focusing on Jang Jung-il’s Two Days
in September(2009), the study reveals that fiction can become a
commons through the collaborative dimension of the writing process and
can stand in opposition to anti-intellectualism depending on the author’s
intent.

However, this raises a further question as to whether “fiction” itself can
fully emerge as a commons while still occupying the position of a
“commodity.” Thus, the study analyzes the “fictionalization of memes” in
Kim Ki-tae’s Two People’s International(2022). This work not only
experiments with “common focalization” on a formal level but also
emphasizes a community originating from the physical bodies of two
individuals on a thematic level. In this context, memes serve as a catalyst

for the encounter between two individuals, predicated on common
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focalization, and define their relationship. In other words, memes function
as the starting point of the commons through the physical collision of two
bodies. Finally, in the aftermath of the December 3 martial law
declaration, this study examines how the questions derived from Han
Kang’s novels and speeches-“Can the Past Aid the Present? / Can the
Dead Save the Living?”’-have been memefied on X (formerly Twitter). By
analyzing this phenomenon of the “memefication of the novel,” it further

seeks to address whether the novel can function as a form of commons.

Key words: antagonism, anti—intellectualism, memes, fiction, Feels Good
Mar(2020), Two Days in September(2009), Two People’s
International, December 3 Martial Law Declaration, “Can
the Past Aid the Present? / Can the Dead Save the
Living?”, fictionalization of memes, memification of fiction
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