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<Abstract>

The Panorama of Self-Loathing and the Aftermath

of Feigned Evil
—A Study on Self-Loathing in the Novels of Song Gi-won

Choi, Hee-jin

This study examines how the problem of self-loathing drives Song
Gi-won’s fiction. While seemingly disconnected from each period, Song
Gi-won's literature in fact maintains an inner continuity mediated by the
theme of self-loathing. The mechanism of self-loathing operates,
transforms, and reproduces itself in diverse forms, consistently driving
and developing Song Gi-won's literature.

Song Gi-won's literature begins from a loathing of the human self. The
aesthetic isolationism that characterizes his early works originates from
this self-loathing. In these early writings, two modes of hatred—of
emotion and of physical desire—manifest self-loathing and misanthropy.
His aversion to humanity expands into hatred toward the self, the other,
and ultimately the world itself. He seeks to overcome this crisis by
dissolving this isolation and plunging into the "bottom" of the world.
However, this attempt fails on both existential and social levels.
Consequently, his self-loathing deepens as he recognizes himself as a
“fake” or a “dilettante.”

As another way to overcome self-loathing, Song Gi-won considered
embracing himself even with his ugliness. However, this effort to accept

his own faults confronts the danger of self-justification. Self-loathing and
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ol

feigned evil, as they result in harm to others, can no longer remain
confined. Upon realizing that the harm inflicted on others through
narcissism and self-loathing cannot be rationalized, his past can no longer
be beautified but is instead defined as something unforgivable.
Consequently, Song Gi-won's self-loathing culminates in an extreme form
that even denies his whole life. Through this analysis, the study seeks to

explain the development of Song Gi-won’s literature and self-loathing.

Key words: Song Gi-won, self-loathing, feigned evil, misanthropy,
dilettante, shame, narcissism, self-pity, self-condemnation
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