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<Abstract>

A Study of Jang Hyuk-joo’s English Novels
"Forlorn Journey; and "RAJAGRIHA

Choi, Seok Yeol

This paper explores the central theme that dominated the later literary
period of Korean writer Jang Hyuk-joo: the concept of ‘freedom’ or ‘free
will.” While Jang never explicitly addressed the topic of freedom in his
writings, nor did he engage with philosophical texts from figures like
Hegel or Sartre, his later works—particularly his English novels such as
Forlorn Journey and RAJAGRIHA—reveal a distinct shift in focus. These
works demonstrate a strong interest in the autonomy of the individual and
the independence of literature, themes not prominently present in his
earlier writings published in Japan.

He's late literary career is marked by a philosophical and existential
inquiry into whether humans can truly be autonomous within society.
Rather than approaching this issue through modern philosophical
discourse, Jang explored these questions through religious frameworks.
What sets his later works apart is the way he integrates pre-modern or
non-modern elements, especially religious ideas, into his narratives. This
includes not only well-known religions such as Catholicism and
Buddhism but also lesser-known faiths like Sikhism. By delving into the
origins, doctrines, and histories of these religions, Jang sought to build a
unique conceptual foundation for understanding freedom and autonomy.

The paper argues that Jang's exploration of freedom was not based on
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theoretical abstraction but on a deeply personal and creative process that
aimed to express his evolving worldview. His shift toward religious
themes reflects a broader attempt to challenge the constraints of modern
systems and to search for meaning and agency outside the dominant
discourses of his time.

In sum, this study aims to trace Jang Hyuk-joo’s philosophical
development in his later years and to examine how his engagement with
various religious traditions helped shape a distinct literary vision centered

on individual freedom and literary autonomy.

Key words: Freedom, Hegel, Jang Hyuk-joo, Religion, Catholicism,
Buddhism, Nation
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