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<Abstract>

A Study on the Representation of 'Pimp Boys' in
1950s Novels

Lee, Jieun

This paper examined the representation of the 'pimp boy' in 1950s
novels to elucidate the sex management system during the nation-state's
(re)building period — a system that cannot be captured solely through
legal and institutional frameworks. The sex management system was a
fundamental principle of governance, determining who was included or
excluded from normal society. It cannot be understood solely as a state
policy. The sex market, which is linked to laws and institutions, is part of
the system, as are the sex differences and gender roles of the agents
involved. This article examines the relationship between the novels that
represent the pimp boy and the discourse and dominant gender norms of
the time. The pimp boys in the novel engage in sexual relationships with
sex workers, but this has been interpreted as a longing for the motherhood
of war orphans. Moreover, the novels all share a common ending where
the pimp boy leaves the brothel following the death of a sex worker. The
narrative pattern where sex workers are deported while only the boy
returns to society demonstrates that these novels operate within the
framework of contemporary sexist discourse, which solely attributed the
causes of social disorder to prostitutes. The masculinity that pimp boys
acquire through their relationships with sex workers is precisely the

condition enabling their reintegration into society. The novels demand
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that minority boys internalize masculinity and expel sex workers.

Key words: brothel, prostitution, pimp, war orphan, gender role,
masculinity, Hwang Soon-Won, Choo-sik, Song Byeong-soo
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