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<Abstract>

‘Nora’ Leaving the Earth
—Women's Exodus, World-Making and Alternative Futures in
Kim Choyeop’ SF

Li, Xia

This paper examines how the motif of Nora’s departure, first
introduced in Henrik Ibsen’s 4 Doll’s House, has been reinterpreted
across cultures since the 19th century, and traces its transformation in the
science fiction (SF) writings of Korean author Kim Choyeop. Nora is not
merely a figure who escapes domestic life, but a long-standing symbol of
modern women’s self-awareness and subject formation. This study argues
that the Nora motif has rearticulated as a narrative of women’s agency,
forged through its convergence with contemporary discourses of science
and technology, gender politics, and ethical community. In particular, the
central women characters in If We Cannot Go at the Speed of Light
actively resist patriarchal oppression and engage in world-making
mediated by technology, emotion, and solidarity.

To analyze the contemporary reconfiguration of the Nora motif, this
paper proposes a tripartite framework: (1) cognitive leap—a
transformative shift in consciousness that challenges patriarchal
epistemes; (2) technological empowerment—the appropriation of
technology for self-determination and social reconstruction; and (3) the
construction of women’s community—a solidarity-based, care-centered
collective subjectivity. Through these elements, Kim Choyeop’s SF

reimagines survival strategies and ethical systems beyond the limitations
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of traditional gendered subjectivity. Notably, the fluid, post-familial, and
non-heteronormative models of community offer critical insight into the
intersection of gender, technology , and ethics in contemporary feminist
SF.

In conclusion, this study explores how the symbolic figure of ‘Nora’
and the enduring question of ‘what happens after she leaves’—are
reanimated within contemporary women’s SF. Rather than reiterating a
19th-century drama of individual exit, these narratives offer feminist
literary interventions that envision both critical consciousness and
material alternatives for collective futures. In Kim Choyeop’s work, the
act of ‘leaving’ is no longer a passive gesture of retreat, but a proactive
starting point for world-making—opening up new possibilities for

women’s narratives in the post-Nora era.

Key words: A Doll's House, Nora motif, women’s exodus, world-making,
feminist science fiction, Kim Choyeop
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