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“Why did it not want to hurt your father?”
“My father always thought the tiger was my mother, reborn,”
[.]

‘T don't know if that's true—it's just what he believed, that she loved

him so much that even in another life she wanted to protect him.
Because, Jade, everything is inyeon in this world, It's true what
they say, even brushing the hem of one’s coat on the streets is

inyeon, But the most important inyeon of all is that between
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husband and wife, That's what 1 regret:- that I didnt get to be
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“We were hunting and we got lost, T found your father in the woods,

He was so weak to make it down on his own, but T gave him my food

48) 73, 49| A, 514515,
49) Kim, Beasts of a Little Land, p.339.
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and he recovered. Later on, when we were making our way down-- A

tiger tried to attack us, but your father somehow drove it away. He had

nothing—no weapons, just his bare hands, I still don't understand how

he did it.”

[...] “You shold leave now. Good luck.” Yamada opened the door and
stood aside, JungHo stumbled to his feet and left the office, not even

knowing the exit out of the building but slouching like an animal toward

the hint of fresh air and the way to freedom 50 (7%= <1-82p
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“The tiger, especially. We dont have any such ferocious beasts in

Japan, and we're a far bigger country, How such enormous beasts have

flourished in this little land is incomprehensible, I would have loved to

hunt one in the wild—but they're almost certainly extinct now, 52(7Z+=
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<Abstract>

Self-Orientalising Nationalism
in Beasts of a Little Land by Juhea Kim

Kim, Yoon-Hee - Seo, Se-Rim

This paper analyses the self-Orientalising nationalism depicted in
Juhea Kim’s novel Beasts of a little Land. Having the historical
background stretching from the Japanese colonial period to the Park
Chung-Hee regime, this novel primarily shows the lives of Jade, a
gisaeng(courtesan), and JungHo, a communist. As the novel highlights
the symbolic significance of the tiger in Korean history, previous studies
have interpreted the work with keywords such as subaltern micro-history,
historical narrative strategies, and the tiger metaphor.

Meanwhile, the fact that Kim selectively employs Korean history to
convey themes of the intimate loves of individuals invites a more critical
reading. Although Kim explicitly states that the novel is not intended as
an instructive work meant to teach Korean history to Western readers, the
images of “the invaded Oriental”, “the resistant Oriental” and “the
mysterious Oriental” render the narrative susceptible to the charge that it
reorganises Korean history into a plot structure familiar to Western
readers. In particular, the notion of “the invaded Oriental” is presented
without fully exposing—or gradually obscuring—the agents of such
invasion(imperialist states), suggesting that the novel performs
self-Orientalism.

This paper examines how individual narratives in Beasts of a little

Land are mobilised in service of macro-historical narrative and
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nationalism, concerning the text through the lens of “the Oriental that
desires to be seen by the West.” In that way, this work critiques the
novel’s flattening of history into images of Oriental passivity and
resistance, and proposes a more multilayered approach to understanding
“Korea in the world.” Such an approach holds significance in an era of
diasporic literatures and the literature of “translated Korea,” prompting a

reconsideration of “we” and “the nation.”

Key words: Juhea Kim, Beasts of a Little Land, Self—Orientalism,
Nationalism, Postcolonialism, Korean Literature in the World,
Translation, World Literature
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