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<Abstract>

Contemporary Research in Modern Korean

Literature in the Digital Transformation Era

— Focusing on Trends in Web Novels, Popular Culture Content,
and Al Research

Park, Inseong

This study elucidates the ways in which literary research corresponds
to and synchronizes with contemporary material reality by examining the
current landscape of research centered on web novels, popular culture,
and Al—new trends that have emerged in Korean literature studies in the
era of digital transformation. From the rise of web novels and web
platforms, the ubiquity of new media centered on OTT services, and the
influence of popular culture emphasized as "K-Culture," to the
comprehensive interest in generative Al, contemporary Korean literature
research is undergoing unprecedented changes and adaptations. This
study focuses on organizing these comprehensive research outcomes
through a meta-analytical approach. It examines the process by which
literary research, having long adhered to traditional forms, has
transformed amidst contemporary adaptation, and traces the implications
of this evolution.

The crux of the matter lies in the fact that there has been a shift in
materiality not only in the research environment surrounding literary
studies but also in the objects of study, methodologies, and further, in the
reception and practice of research. This shift is grounded in the inevitable

material changes within research on web novels, popular culture content,

108



il

CIXIE g Al Hcigt=zst gl At

and Al, constantly evoking a meta-awareness surrounding the act of
research itself. Web novels bring to the fore the materiality of
concentrated reader groups; popular culture content involves a condensed
understanding of comprehensive contemporary reality; and Al research
entails post-humanism—not merely as an object of literary study but as a
subject—along with the accompanying meta-awareness. The
meta-awareness surrounding the transformed landscape of Korean
literature research serves as the most potent material condition and,
simultaneously, represents the intersection where the contemporaneity of

our era meets literary research.

Key words: Digital Transformation, Korean Literary Studies, Web Novels,
Cultural Content, Generative Al, Contemporaneity
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