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<Abstract>

Between Academia and Field, Research

and Criticism
—Focusing on The Problematic Novel of the Year

Roh, Taehoon

THE SOCIETY OF KOREAN FICTION was founded in November
1992 and began publishing its journal, The Journal of Korean Fiction
Research in December 1993, followed in February of the next year by the
anthology Our Era’s Problematic Novel. Under the title The
Problematic Novel of the Year, this series has since continued to be
published every year by reviewing Korean short stories that appeared in
literary magazines and selecting works deemed worthy of
recommendation and introduction. Such a project undertaken by an
academic association within the field of contemporary literature is not
only difficult to find parallels for, but also constitutes a highly intriguing
case from the perspective of literary history. This article aims to examine
in detail the publication background, development, and current status of
the anthology The Problematic Novel of the Year, and through this to
explore the subtle yet longstanding tensions embedded in research and
criticism on modern Korean literature. The formation of literary discourse
led by university-affiliated researchers, commonly referred to as
“academic criticism,” has been a point of controversy since the
mid-twentieth century, when modern Korean literature was being

established as a distinct academic discipline. This is partly attributable to
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the disciplinary nature of modern literature, which cannot avoid dealing in
some form with the works and writers produced in the contemporary
literary field. Grounded in the institutional support of a stable academic
association and the university system, The Problematic Novel of the
Year has been able to maintain a level of stability and solidity unmatched
by other literary anthologies, while continually exercising a relatively free
literary selection. As a result, it has managed to carry on a meaningful
long-term project that escapes the compulsion toward literary genealogy
or the formation of a fixed canon that literary scholarship cannot help but
be conscious of. By offering a concrete analysis of the significance of The
Problematic Novel of the Year, this article ultimately seeks to suggest
ways in which this endeavor might continue to develop and sustain itself

in the future.

Key words: THE SOCIETY OF KOREAN FICTION, 7he Problematic Novel of
the Year, Literary Studies, Literary Field, Critic, Academy,
University
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