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<Abstract>

Between legal punishment and social punishment
in the late 1970s and early 1980s

—Focusing on the transformation of criminal types in
Kim Sung-jong's detective novels

Choi, Ae-soon

This paper examines how the atmosphere of Kim Seong-jong's
detective novels changes after the symbolic death of Detective Oh
Byung-ho, and how the appearance of cruel and vicious criminals, rather
than sympathetic criminals, is central to the themes of The River of
Wandering(1979), Seven Roses(1980), I Want to Live(1981), and White
Man(1981). This paper will examine the process by which the images of
middle-class criminals and serial killers are solidified, focusing on
murders entangled in passion rather than the 1978 The Fifth Column.
Therefore, I will examine The River of Wandering as the work that
serves as the catalyst for events centered on the emotional turmoil of a
middle-class family, and explore the transformation of criminals from
1979, when The River of Wandering was published. By focusing on the
transformation of criminals in detective novels during the period from
1979 to the early 1980s, when the regime changed and martial law was
expanded nationwide, we aim to gain insight into the public's perception
of crime and the judicial system at the time.

From 1979 to 1981, the works focus on the transformation of
sympathetic criminals such as young maids, prostitutes, and poor

fishermen, who appeared in short stories from the early 1970s, into serial
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killers or embodiments of desire. Additionally, the works highlight the
emergence of detectives like Ha Ma-tae and Oh Byung-am, who remain
loyal to their roles as detectives, in contrast to the conflicted detective Oh
Byung-ho. We examine whether detectives fulfill their duty to apprehend
criminals and ensure they receive legal punishment. Additionally, we
explore the differences in the intensity of “legal punishment” and “social
punishment” as perceived by the public, and what actual punishments
were imposed on criminals during this process.

In these works, the settings also undergo a transformation, shifting
from rural to urban environments. Crime scenes that once took place in
brothels, islands, and rural reservoirs now unfold in hotels, apartments,
and private cars, transforming into urban spaces. While the previous
settings represented spaces marginalized by urbanization and
industrialization, hotels and apartments now occupy the center as
glamorous spaces. Additionally, the vagrants and lower-class criminals
seen in the novels of Bang In-geun and Heo Moon-nyeong disappear,
giving way to “middle-class criminals” driven by ambitions of success

and social climbing.

Key words: 1979, early 1980s, legal punishment, social punishment, Kim
Sung-jong, detective novel, middle class, criminal, serial killer,
family
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