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<Abstract>

Reproductive Futurism and the Body-Place of
the “Unmarried Mother”

So, Young-hyun

In this article, I would like to rethink the discussion of women centered
on the pregnant and childbearing body since the 1990s by focusing more
on the body of the ‘unmarried mother’. The term “unmarried mother” is a
sexist stereotype, and its value is highly variable. Considering the
regulatory contexts and the fluidity of boundaries surrounding the term,
this article aims to examine the nodes that position and perpetuate the
invisibility of “unmarried mother” as minorities. Under the premise that
the discussion of “unmarried mother” should be conducted in relation to
the multiple ways of being of pregnant and childbearing women,
including their spatial and temporal contexts, this article examines the
novels of Park Wan-seo and Eun Hee-kyung to confirm that “unmarried
mothers” are placed in a relationship with the fluid aspects of pregnant
and childbearing women’s bodies, aspects that cannot be separated and
disconnected, and coordinates the discussion of “unmarried mothers” as
invisible beings with the discussion of “unmarried mothers” and their
families as minorities, while detouring to the discussion of the tangential
aspects. This opened up a cognitive perspective to examine the close
connection between women’s bodies and women’s labor at the macro

level which is often treated separately and individually.
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