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<Abstract>

Two Maps and ‘Before and After Liberation’ of

Kim Nam-cheon

—Focusing on a Comparison of the Narrative Spaces in
Aquarium of Love and August 15, 1945

Hong, Duck-Gu

Kim Nam-cheon's novel August 15, 1945, which began serialization
on October 15, 1945, is a work that captures the social conditions
immediately after liberation in real time, and has been the subject of much
research. This article focuses on the serial relationship between August
15, 1945, and Aquarium of Love, which was published at the end of the
colonial period, and aims to reveal that the two works form a narrative
space as mirror images. Chapter 1 summarizes the history of research on
August 15, 1945 and introduces Sakasai Akito's research on postwar
space of Japan, which deconstructs the myth of ‘rebirth from the ashes’
after the defeat as a research methodology. Chapter 2 reveals that the
narrative space of Aquarium of Love is limited to the downtown area of
Seoul, where commerce and consumption take place, and analyzes this in
relation to the meaning of the title ‘aquarium.” Chapter 3 uses mapping to
present the narrative space of August 15, 1945, which extends to the
outskirts of Seoul, and analyzes the meanings of each location. Chapter 4
analyzes the three groups that appear in the work—pro-Japanese
capitalists, students, and left-wing activists—from the perspective of

postwar space theory, showing how they all sought to build their power
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through the assets left behind by the Japanese Empire. Chapter 5 focuses
on the important role played by the ‘automobile’ as a technology of
mobility in the narrative space of August 15, 1945, which is nearly ten
times larger than that of Aquarium of Love, and analyzes the meanings of
luxury cars, trucks, and US military jeeps that appear in the novel.
Through this analysis, it was revealed that August 15, 1945, did not
converge into a stereotypical narrative of ideological conflict between left
and right and the victory of socialism, but rather placed the voices and

desires of various subjects in a multi-layered urban space.

Key words: Kim Nam-cheon, Aquarium of Love, August 15, 1945, Urban
Space Theory, Postwar Space Theory, Mapping, Enemy’s
Property
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