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<Abstract>

Unreliable Narration in Kang Shin-jae’s 1950s
Short Stories

Park, Boreum

This paper examines Kang Shin-jae’s short stories from the 1950s,
which feature female characters involved with communism or
communists, through the analytical lens of narrative reliability. By doing
so, it aims to illuminate how her fiction responds to the postwar
hegemonic discourse of anti-communism and its collusion with
patriarchy. The study first analyzes heterodiegetic narratives featuring
similar character types to explore how different levels of narration
produce varying degrees of reliability. It then turns to four homodiegetic
narratives to investigate how unreliability emerges at the levels of
reporting, evaluation, and interpretation, and discusses the aesthetic
effects of unreliable narration in each case. Through this analysis, the
study demonstrates that Kang’s use of unreliable narration functions to
question the ideological mechanism that links violations of sexual norms
with collaboration during the occupation and, ultimately, with moral
degeneration. The findings reveal that Kang Shin-jae’s 1950s literature
mounts a literary intervention against the collusion between dominant
discourse and patriarchy by employing the aesthetic strategy of unreliable

narration.

Key words: Kang Shin-jae, 1950s Korean literature, anti-communism,
unreliable narration, homodiegetic narration, postwar literature
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