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<Abstract>

A study on the meaning of the novels of a local
newspaper 'Gyeongnam Ilbo; in the early modern
period

Kim, Heejoo

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the novels serialized in the
Gyeongnam Ilbo, the only local newspaper in the early modern period,
and to explore their meaning. The Gyeongnam Ilbo was the only local
newspaper in early modern Korea, published in the Jinju area of
Gyeongnam on August 19, 1909, with the approval of the Korean Empire
government. With Jang Ji-yeon as the editor-in-chief, the shareholders’
meeting was held on October 12 of the same year, and the first issue was
published three days later on October 15. Novels were not included in the
purpose of publishing the Gyeongnam Ilbo, but it seems that there was an
attempt to achieve the literary purpose of education and enlightenment
through novels. At that time, newspapers were mainly focused on
conveying information such as laws, administration, and central political
trends, and there was almost no content that projected the daily lives or
emotions of local residents. Therefore, the introduction of pure Korean
novels was a turning point for newspapers to communicate emotionally
with local residents as a medium. In addition, the change in writing style
to pure Korean is interpreted as considering new reader groups such as
women.

The published novels include <Gyogiwon (T577%)>, <Geumsan
Geosa (ZIF+L)>, <Mujeonghwa (4E[#7E)>, <Okryeondang (T:s#H
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4)>, and <Unoeun (Z£%}2£)>. These novels gradually began to have the
status of literary works by disclosing the author's name and distinguishing
the genre. In particular, <Gyogiwon> and <Geumsan Geosa> remained in
complete form, so this study focused on these two works. In the
beginning, "Gyeongnam Ilbos focused only on the function of providing
information, and there was almost no emotional communication with
local residents. In that respect, the process of introducing novels in "
Gyeongnam Ilbo; is significant as an example of expanding the function
to communication with local residents. In particular, the fact that
<Samgangui Ilsa>, which was a fixed column on the front page, was
replaced by a novel shows a shift in content according to reader demand,
breaking away from Confucian moral discourse. This can be evaluated as
an important case in which newspapers attempted to form a new point of
contact with local residents and perform the integrated functions of

literature, education, and enlightenment in early modern Korean society.

Key words: Gyeongnam llbo, colonial period, Jinju region, local newspaper,
pure Korean novel, Korean-style novel, local newspaper novel,
new novel, modern novel
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