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<Abstract>

A Study on the Relationship between the
Formation of Web Novel Genre and the
Introduction of online payment system in the
Platforms

Kim, Junhyun

This article hypothesizes that the formation and establishment of the
web novel genre are related to policy and structural changes in web novel
platforms, with particular focus on the introduction of online payment
systems. The web novel genre began to differentiate around 2013,
marking its complete independence from previous genres. That year also
saw the introduction of the term "Web novel.' While naming the genre was
important for its establishment, what was truly essential was creating a
media environment where the genre could be recognized, developed, and
implemented—an opportunity that needed to be seized.

The introduction of online payment systems by web novel platforms at
that time served as a significant example of such an environment and tool.
It laid the foundation for web novels to evolve into a distinct genre, fully
independent of traditional media such as printed books and rental
bookstores.

In particular, "Munpia," as a free serial platform with a strong
community character, encountered considerable resistance from users
when paid services were introduced. Diverse opinions were expressed
through bulletin boards, ranging from discussions about the specifications

and quality of paid works to debates about content and format. These
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discussions contributed to the formation of various conditions that can be
considered the genre's characteristics and conventions today.

This case demonstrates that platform users played an active role as
critics, providing horizontal and multiple perspectives during the process

of genre differentiation for web novels.

Key words: Web novels, genres, platforms, online payment system,
Munpia, bulletin boards
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