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<Abstract>

On the Dynamics of Disconnection
and Relationality in Han Kang’s Greek Lessons

Kim, Jingyu

This paper examines the dynamics of disconnection and relationality in
Han Kang’s Greek Lessons. In this novel, violence and pain lead not only
to rupture from the world and self-alienation but also to the possibility of
forming new modes of connection. Referencing Plato’s “Allegory of the
Cave,” Borges’ “Ulrica,” and Sophocles’ “Oedipus at Colonus,” this
study explores how the male and female protagonists perceive the world
through language and sensory experience, experiencing repeated
movements of separation and relational re-engagement. Specifically, the
paper analyzes: (1) how “language/light” produces a divide between the
subject and the world; (2) how the male protagonist’s blindness and the
female protagonist’s aphasia reshape their relationship with the world;
and (3) how the crossing of gazes and the reversal of focalization open a
precarious, yet meaningful possibility for relationality. Ultimately, Greek
Lessons portrays both the violence of language and the fragility of
connection, while illuminating the human courage to reach out again
toward others—even when relationships are fated to remain forever

misaligned.

Key words: language, violence, alienation, gaze, focalization, tactility
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