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<Abstract>

The Meaning of Reverse Harem

and Mirroring Strategy
: Focusing on The Men of the Harem and It Looks Like I Fell
into a Reverse Harem Game

Kim, Yaeni

Popular romance narratives reflect social ideologies, but shift and
transformation have emerged following 'new’ feminism called as “the
feminism reboot” especially since 2015. Among them, the ‘reverse
harem’ in romance fantasy subverts the traditional harem narrative
through a mirroring strategy, exploring female desire. This study analyzes
its characteristics and significance, focusing on Men of the Harem and [t
Looks Like I've Fallen into a Reverse Harem Game.

After the boom of women’s literature in the 1990s, feminism faced
backlash due to the crisis discourse surrounding the IMF financial crisis.
In the neoliberal era, widespread misogynistic attacks intensified, and in
response, Megalia countered with a mirroring strategy. Since 2015,
reverse harem narratives in romance fantasy have utilized this mirroring
approach to critique patriarchal structures and develop narrative strategies
that reflect female readers’ desires.

Reverse harem narratives in romance fantasy challenge the
conventional sequential narrative of love, marriage, pregnancy, and
childbirth. They question possessive and exclusive love based on
ownership and provide a transgressive imagination of new forms of love

and family. Through the mirroring strategy, they disrupt gender

30
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hierarchies and envision alternative forms of relationships, a reflection of
the evolving expectations of female readers. While reverse harem
narratives in romance fantasy do not necessarily depict an ideal form of

love or family, they hold significance as acts of resistance and defiance.

Key words: Romance fantasy, Reverse harem, Mirroring Strategy, Harem,
Romantic narrative
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