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<Abstract>

The origin and impossibility of the idea of

the ‘world’

—focusing on Jang Hyuk-joo/®f Iffe's “The Threat” (1953) and
“The Protocol of Wondering” (1954)

Choi, Seok Yeol

Focusing on Jang Hyuk-ju's view of the nation, this article analyzes his
autobiographical novels “The Threat” and “The Protocol of Wondering”
to explore how the artist's experience in Japan contributed to his literary
practice and formation of ideas. In his early creative activities, Jang dealt
with national issues through professional literature, but at the end of the
colony, he rather showed an attitude of denying the nation. His attitude
seems contradictory. However, it is clear that the characteristic of his
view of the nation was a strong desire to leave the colony and become “a
part” of empire/Japan, or somewhere even if it was not necessarily
“Japan”, and on the other hand, he recognized that nationalism had to be
broken down, leaving the impossibility of realization.

In order to examine this, this article intends to examine his
autobiographical novels “The Threat” (1953) and “The Protocol of
Wondering” (1954). First of all, I would like to examine how his view of
the nation was formed through “The Threat.” In “The Threat”, the artist's
thoughts stand out among the imperial-colonial system viewed by the
artist, the appearance of Koreans residing in Japan immediately after
liberation/loss, and the conflicting relationship with them. Next, I would

like to examine how it influenced his view of the nation through the
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experience of “Jae-il” in “The Protocol of Wondering”. In the end, this
article aims to shed light on how Jang Hyuk-ju's view of the nation and
the experience of Japan are interacting in his literary journey, and to

examine the origin of the artist's idea of “the world.”

Key words: nationalism, Jang Hyuk-joo, Imperial Japan, an
imperial-colonial system, minority, liberation, Ethnic
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