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<Abstract>

The Developed Joseon and the Customs of
the Beach

—Examining the Representation of the Sea in Kim Nam-cheon’s
Novels from the Late Japanese Colonial Period

Jo, Yunjeong

This paper aims to examine the implications of the author’s attitudes
and creative methods in responding to colonial discourses through the
fashions of the sea in Kim Nam-cheon’s novels of the late Japanese
period. Based on the fact that Kim’s novels that set the seaside as a
backdrop for major events were concentrated in the late Japanese period,
this study focuses on The Flower Pattern of the Century (1938), Going
to the Sea (1939), and Waste (1940~1941) as the main objects of
analysis. And I examine the author’s intention to specifically reveal the
impact of the capitalist patriarchal logic embedded in imperial colonial
development on Joseon society and culture.

In his three novels, Kim juxtaposes the oppressed condition of colonial
Joseon people imitating the desires of others with the exploitation of
nature and the sea as a means of capital accumulation. Kim embodied the
situation of human appropriation of the sea as a resource for speculation
or tourism, the act of human contemplation and sensation of the sea itself,
and the changes in emotions and desires that nature exerts on humans. In
his novels, the sea, which had been a driving force for subjectivisation
and self-liberation, transforms into a space of waste and absence by the

1940s. In this way, the author conflicts with the spirit of the National

330



Spiritual Mobilization Movement. Kim Nam-cheon’s novels of the late
Japanese period, which embody the culture of the sea, are meaningful as
an example of his literary theory, which states that the original spirit of
literature is to cultivate the public's critical faculties and emotions by

projecting everyday life and current affairs.

Key words: Kim Nam-cheon, sea, custom, colonial development, beach,
National Spiritual Mobilization Movement
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