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<Abstract>

21" Century Female Hero Narrative
—Focusing on Jeong Se-rang's Health Teacher Ahn Eun-young

Jung, Ha Nie

This paper is a study that examined Health Teacher Ahn Eun-young
by Jeong Sa-rang from the perspective of female hero narrative. In this
novel, Ahn Eun-young, a health teacher who has the ability to see and
eliminate jelly, a trace of desire that others cannot see, protects the school
and students with her helper Hong In-pyo, a Chinese literature teacher.
Ahn is a hero who inherits the genealogy of a female hero named
Baridegi, who became a shaman god according to her choice and helped
many souls. This novel shows the process of choosing a life that wins
over bad things with kindness like Baridegi. The kindness of a hero who
is a minority (woman, health teacher) and accepts others with broad
understanding and empathy is the core of the Korean-style female hero
narrative. Ahn is not a hero who acts alone, but adventures with
helper(disabled people, Chinese literature teacher), solidifies with others,
and settles in the community. This school is a miniature version of
society, and it is an unknown world where long-stacked oppression can
explode at any time. The problems they face at school range from youth
issues to capitalist desires. Eun-young's biggest weapon, which has
altruism and a desire for public good, is kindness. Eun-young's adventure
is not a battle against any supernatural. Eun-young and In-pyo's
adventures allow us to face real problems that are covered with stopgap

measures and not properly concluded. This shows that what a modern
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hero have to confront is not a battle against supernatural things, but a
battle against social contradictions, and that kindness that sympathizes
with other people's pain eventually soothes the wounded soul. As a result,
Ahn Eun-young, a modern hero, continues the lineage of a Korean female

hero narrative that began with Baridegi.

key words: Health Teacher Ahn Eun-young, female hero narrative,
Baridegi, a shaman god(Zifi#), minority, kindness, curing
and caring, solidarity
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