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<Abstract>

Korean Japanese literature and Racism
—Focusing on Choi Sil's Genie's Puzzle

Lee, Kyungjae

This article attempted to examine the specificity of Japanese racism in
"Genie's puzzle; based on various theories related to racism. In
particular, after North Korea's launch of the Daepodong missile, a new
attention was paid to the way ‘Japanese-type extraterritoriality’ works,
and based on this, the shocking reason for the ‘revolution’ in which a
13-year-old young student removes and throws a portrait of Kim Il-sung
and Kim Jong-il away and examines its problems. After the defeat, Japan
advocated monolithic racism based on cultural racism, in which culture
was essential and the logic of ranking was foregrounded. This racism is
revealed through Hate speeches that have been actively conducted in
Japan since around 2010. In "Genie's puzzles, Japanese institutional
racism is realistically embodied through Japanese schools experienced by
the Genie. The most important part of "Genie's puzzle; in relation to
Japanese racism is that it shows in detail the operation of ‘Japanese-type
extraterritoriality’, a special form of Japanese racism. The core of
‘Japanese-type extraterritoriality’ is to regard Koreans in Japan as ‘agents
of South Korea or North Korea’. The launch of the Daepodong missile
raised hostility towards North Korea to the maximum and at the same
time raised hostility towards Koreans in Japan, who are recognized as ‘the
agents of North Korea’. In this situation, Genie breaks the portrait frame

hanging in the classroom of the Joseon school and throws it out the
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window. The 13-year-old genie decided that the way to confront Japanese
racism was to insulate it from the ‘nation of North Korea’ symbolized by
the portrait. Since discrimination is basically a matter of ‘a discriminator’
and not a matter of ‘a person being discriminated’, the ‘revolution’ of the
genie can never be the right solution. The reason why Genie went to the
psychiatric ward after the ‘revolution’ was that she could not overcome
the contradictions of her ‘revolution’. The contradiction of Genie's
‘revolution’ indirectly proves how monstrous power Japanese racism has.
A full-fledged consideration of the intersection of racism and women's
discrimination revealed in the puzzle of Choi Sil's Genie will be left as a
future task.

Key words: Koreans in Japan, monolithic racism, institutional racism,
Japanese-style exclusionism, ethnicity, nation
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