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<Abstract>

The Appropriation of World War I in The New
Korea(Shinhan-Minbo) in the 1910s from a

Trans-War Historical Perspective
—Focusing on Baek Il-gyu's The Biggest Theatre in the World
and Hong Eon's Iron-Blooded mandarin duck

Ryuem, Changdong

This article analyzes the literary appropriation of World War I through
Baek Il-gyu’s The Biggest Theatre in the World and Hong Eon’s
Iron-Blooded Mandarin Duck, both of which were serialized in The New
Korea(Shinhan-Minbo). Despite the significant impact of World War I on
colonial Korea, literary works that appropriate the contemporary war are
extremely rare. These two works are distinctive in that they recognize
World War I as a continuation of past wars, both narratively and
contextually. The article focuses on this aspect and analyzes the two
works from the perspective of the trans-war history. This is a preliminary
study to examine the spatiotemporal expansion potential of the trans-war
historical perspective.

Baek Il-gyu primarily emphasizes the continuity between the
Franco-Prussian War and World War I to highlight the French people's
national consciousness and spirit of resistance. However, he laments that
the contemporary World War I does not have a direct connection to
colonial Korea. Unable to find a prospect for his country’s independence
in the European war, he expresses a sense of distance from it. Although

this work is the first to narrate World War I in Shin Han Minbo, it does
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not fully appropriate its connection to colonial Korea.

In contrast, Hong Eon more actively appropriates the relationship
between World War I and colonial Korea. In Iron-Blooded Mandarin
Duck, he presents the Balkan War, one of the causes of World War [, as a
noble independence war, driven by admiration for Serbian nationalism.
Moreover, he perceives the Korean Peninsula as the "Balkans of the
East," and in his follow-up work Compatriots, he offers a highly political
imagination of victory and liberation through a fictional independence
war. However, this imagination is limited because it is presented through
the combination of exclusionary nationalism and colonialism. Hong
Eon’s work forms a trans-war historical structure that connects the past
Balkan War, the contemporary World War I, and a fictional future

independence war.

Key words: World War |, 7The New Korea(Shinhan-Minbo), Trans—War
History, Baek ll-gyu, 7he Biggest Theatre in the World, Hong
Eon, /ron-Blooded mandarin duck
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