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<Abstract>

The Survival of Othered Women and Female
Solidarity in Park Kyung-ri’s Noeul-jin Deulnyeok

Seo, Yeojin

The novel Noeul-jin Deulnyeok adheres to the sensational narrative
conventions of contemporary popular novels, such as the theme of
“incest,” but beneath this storyline lies a subtle yet crucial element of Park
Kyung-ri‘s philosophy of life’s agency. Set in a postwar society where
modernization and conservatism progressed simultaneously, the female
protagonist Ju-sil, a figure existing outside institutional norms and
embodying untamed vitality, becomes a victim of violence inflicted by
three patriarchal figures. Ultimately, however, she regains her vitality
through the aid of marginalized women who have also been othered,
resisting integration into the postwar institutional framework.

The narrative presents closed spaces oppressive to women, the
destruction of an oppressive and violent patriarchal society, and the
failure of male-centered revolutions steeped in nihilism. Moreover, the
emergence of a community of “witches” who have been othered in
postwar society underscores the impossibility of reducing this work to
mere mass-market sensational fiction. Above all, the conclusion, in which
Ju-sil survives by transforming herself and sustaining her vitality, is
significant as it foreshadows Park Kyung-ri’s broader life philosophy,
which expands in her later works.

Furthermore, the survival narrative driven by the solidarity of othered

women provides a perspective distinct from earlier female writers who

118



paired the decline of the old generation with the emergence of the new
through male-female dynamics, as well as from post-revolution female
writers who portrayed the nihilism and deviation of “aprés-girls.” This
narrative also contrasts sharply with the works of contemporary male
writers, who predominantly depicted the diminishment of human
existence through themes of death and despair.

Such distinctiveness highlights Park Kyung-ri’s unique position in
postwar literary history. Her literature, often seen as solitary and
exceptional, gains new significance when examined within the broader
terrain of literary history, offering a nuanced understanding of her

contribution to the postwar literary landscape.

Key words: Noeul-jin Deulnyeok, Postwar society, Incest, Traffic in
women, the concept of life, Female Solidarity, ‘Witches’ of
postwar
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