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<Abstract>

Women giving birth and narratives of care in
modern Korean novels

Kim, Young-kyung

This study examines how the introduction of modern medical systems
and discourses transformed perceptions of pregnancy, childbirth, and care
for women, focusing on modern Korean novels. Traditionally viewed
through natural, domestic, and shamanistic lenses, pregnancy and
childbirth became recognized as processes requiring medical management
with the enactment of the Midwife Regulations and the establishment of
the Midwife Nursing Training Center. The Dong-A Ilbo’s “hospital on the
papers” section highlighted this shift, allowing women to articulate their
physical symptoms and supplement their understanding of modern
medicine while promoting the spread of medical discourse.

Modern writers attempted to narratively capture new changes and
perspectives beyond the traditional perspective through the scenes of
childbirth in their novels. In the novels, women's childbirth is not just a
simple physiological process, but is depicted as an ordeal or tribulation
that must be overcome, heightening the tension of the narrative or serving
as an important turning point. In particular, female characters who
experienced the benefits of modern medical care and care during the
process of pregnancy and childbirth sometimes experienced
self-awareness or awakening during this process. In this way, women's

childbirth in the novel became an opportunity to promote their
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independent growth and change.

In particular, female characters who experienced the benefits of
modern medical care and care during the process of pregnancy and
childbirth sometimes experienced independent awareness or Modern
writers reflected modern medical discourse in their works by introducing
medical professionals such as midwives and obstetricians, and
emphasized the need for medical care and care in women's childbirth.

Lee Kwang-soo's The Life of That Woman, Lee Tae-jun's Seongmo,
and Shim Hun's Jiknyeoseong focus on the role of the modern midwife,
highlighting the fact that women need care during the birthing process,
while also depicting female characters who grow and become aware of
their reality through this. These works are closely connected to changes in
modern medical knowledge, discourse, and institutions, and convey a
theme of implying women's rights regarding care ethics and reproduction
through the unique realm of pregnancy and childbirth. These narratives of
childbirth in modern novels do not simply describe women's experiences,
but also reflect social changes and shifts in consciousness. This provided
an opportunity for women to look at their bodies and lives in a more

independent way, and formed an important literary trend.

Key words: medical care, dependency worker, mutual reciprocity, birth
narrative, midwife
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