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<Abstract>

The Representation of Citizenship in Park

Wansuh’s Literature and its Ambivalent Effects

—With a Focus on Fiction Featuring Activist and Socialist
Characters

Han, Kyunghee

This article examines Park Wansuh’s fiction depicting activist and
socialist characters to illustrate that it represents citizenship through a
traditional metaphysical frame opposing the spiritual or ideal to the
material and physical, resulting in an ambivalent effect in relation to
perception of social reality. As can be seen in Park’s fiction about her
experience in the Korean War, featuring the leftist intellectual
older-brother character, and in her novel Parched Season, which features
socialist characters, Park posits citizenship as proceeding from the pursuit
of a transcendent spirit capable of intellectually reflecting on a materialist
life confined by physical instincts. But while this conflation of citizenship
with idealism does function as a basis for ascribing morality to the pursuit
of citizenship, it also comprehends such a pursuit as an expression of
immaturity, a failure to accept one’s weakness as a physical being. In
addition, when those leading lives as citizens succumb to selfish behavior,
this perspective creates a fundamental skepticism of their authenticity, as
can be seen in works like “Mother and Daughter at Teatime” or
“Practically for Free.” At the same time, this conflation of citizenship
with idealism conversely associates the petit-bourgeois with materialism,

which recognizes only that which can be experienced through the senses
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—only that which is material—as real, thereby producing an ambivalent
understanding of the petit-bourgeois as well. As can be seen in “A
Person’s Diary,” “Illustration of Evening 1,” and “The Last Thing I
Have,” to be petit-bourgeois is to be materialistic, a source of shame and
guilt, but at the same time, petit-bourgeois life’s fidelity to what alone is
real—the material—makes it a truer life than that of the citizen, based as

it is on an ideal illusion.

Key words: Idealism, Spirit, Material, Petit-Bourgeois, Citizen, Intellect,
Activism, Culture, Class, Inequality
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