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<Abstract>

Choi Tae-eung’s Novel and ‘Crip’
—The Rhetoric of Power Embodies Despair

Lee, Jihun

This article pays special attention to the figure of the crip in the novels
of Choi Tae-eung (1916-1998) and aims to elucidate its specific
significance. Choi, who lived with arthritis for many years, represented
the self-consciousness of crip in various ways in his novels, creating a
unique ontology of people who embody impairments/disabilities. This
article aims to emphasize that the body and life, inscribed with despair
and strength at the same time, are the core axis of Choi’s novels. The
works under discussion are those that assert the fact that dependence and
care are fundamental conditions of human life, critically consider the
ideology of cure, and suggest the power of reading and writing illness
narratives. These novels are significant not only as records of Choi’s
struggles with his own body and life, but also as texts that call for a
renewed ethical awareness of impairments/disabilities. This article aims
to discuss that Choi’s novels retain a nowness that allows for accidental
connections with many people even today, and that they have expanded

the boundaries of reading methods early on.

Key words: Choi Tae—eung, Crip, Impairment/Disability, Despair, Power,
Dependence, Care, Cure, lliness Narrative
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