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<Abstract>

“Coup d’Etat of Things”
—Reconstructing the Criticism on the Story 4 Room of Other of
Choi In-Ho

Yoon, Jong Hwan

The story The Room of Other, written by Choi-In ho, had highly
reputed from critics and the public alike for its sociological imagination to
modern Korea had being industrialized in the 1960s and 70s. This story
has been studied around the keywords of human alienation, loss of
identity, fragmented individuals, and commodity fetishism under
placeness of 'apartment', 'city', and 'Seoul'. In this regard, the protagonist
who became a thing, a key event in the story, has also been interpreted
only within objectification: an escape from reality, running away to
imaginary world, or a failure of humanity. However, while reading
closely, it is obvious that the things in this text do not function only as
symbolic devices that reflect the history and culture of the period when it
was written. Rather, things exist simultaneously as passive objects on
which the narrator's affect(s) are projected to and as active agents with
subject-status, and they are the main factors that drive the plot. With this
respect, I strongly point out that the meaning and criticism on the
thingness of The Room of Other would be reconstructed.

The plot of this story is proceeded by focusing on the protagonist's
uncertain affect(s) driven by his suspects toward his wife's affair and is
structured in such a way that the “he”, roaming around the abyss of

affections repeatedly, experiences his existential variations by the affects.
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These variations are fostered inter-relationally as the subject encounters
the things in the room, the place where he and his wife's used to live
together. In the first half of the narrative, which bifurcates by the “The
Wife's Note,” the things are passive objectives into which the
protagonist's affects including strong anxiety are projected, but in the
second half, the things appear as active agents who address to him and
cause events to occur. The things in the room are the “witnesses” of the
wife's affair, stimulating the protagonist to roam between psychological
and physical proof of the infidelity, and making him to experience the
secret and life history of things, leading the narrative.

At the same time, the things are historical beings that have experienced
and mediated the love between him and his wife. In order to resolve the
anxiety from suspecting toward the wife and realize his desire for love,
the protagonist surrenders himself to the “coup d'état of things,”
transforming himself into a thing that is both a witness and a mediator of
love. At the end of the story, although his wife meets objectified
protagonist, her wife's ability to affect by the thing, feel love, and read its
history is not enough, so the life of him ransformalized to a thing ends up
with failure. This tragic ending, in which the protagonist's expectation of
romantic love is not fulfilled by the “coup d'état of objects,” provokes the
question of authenticity modern love and romantic relationships, as well
as if we can transform our existence via being affected by the life histories
the things tell. As a result, the thingness of The Room of Other would be
understood as characteristic that embraces objectification, an aspect of
neoliberal industrial society, but also as an active force that triggers
reflection on it keeping the potential to overcome and imagine beyond the

reality.

Key words: Thingness, Objectification, Uncertainty, Affect, Romantic Love,
Affair, Infidelity, Choi In-Ho, A Room of Other
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