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<Abstract>

Prison of History: The Life and Death of a War
Generation
—Centered on Kim Won-il's Memories of Sad Times

Oh, Ja-eun

“Memories of Sad Times” tells the decisive decade or so of making
modern Korean history through the memories and consciousness of the
four elderly people who are about to die. As an "old man," the author
shows historical human typology through four elderly people who
experience the contradiction between the past and "human beings." They
are a woman who has experienced all the history of hardship with her
body, chojungdaek who is faithful to her desires, teacher Yoon who chose
the life of a believer, and Kim, a weak intellectual. The history of the
body, the history of the individual's desire, and the history of the
individual's life of the mental individual are revealed through the four
elderly people. However, the wishes and values they have pursued
throughout their lives are overturned by revealing their meaninglessness
in the face of death. Death appears as a carnival force that evangelizes and
destroys the value of life. In this way, the unique identity that history
believed would allow us to overcome the pain of life left behind is
dismantled. History and humans are at odds with each other in the tragic
perception that the wounds left by history can only be overcome through
death. The despair of these war generations raises the question of correct

calculation between history and humans most sharply.
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