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<Abstract>

The rhetorical effect of the ‘you’ address in
the second-person narrative

—Focusing on the reader’s identification process with
the character in the text

Yeom, Sumin

Research on second-person narratives has mainly focused on cases
where ‘you’ refers to the reader or on the communication and
relationships formed through ‘you.” The main characteristics highlighted
in this research are defamiliarization and the effect of boundary collapse.
However, studies on second-person narratives where ‘you’ refers to a
specific character within the text are relatively lacking. According to
Althusser's theory of interpellation, such narratives encourage the reader
to identify with the character called ‘you.” In Choi Yoon's “Poetics of
Thirst,” the ambiguity of the identities of ‘I’ and ‘you’ allows readers to
maintain a critical perspective on society while also reflecting on
themselves. In Han Kang's The Boy Comes, ‘you’ refers to a dead
character, and the dead dominate the living, breaking down the
boundaries between life and death, past and present, revealing how past

trauma shapes current reality.

Key words: second-person narrative, interpellation, defamiliarization,
homogeneous/heterogeneous narrative, (implied) reader,
identification
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