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<Abstract>

The Endless Childhood

—Educational Ideology and the Cold War Imagination of
Hwang Soon-won’s Postwar Novel

Bahn, JaecYoung

This paper reveals the meaning of child representation and its unique
educational ideology in Hwang Soon-won’'s postwar novels, keeping in
mind the horizon of the politics of childhood in the Cold War Era. Some
of Hwang’s earliest works depict boys’ precarious attempts to preserve
their childhood in the realm of absolute beauty in the face of decisive
growth, and there is a clear anti-growth logic to them. Originally,
Hwang’s representations of children were primarily intended to
‘recapture’ and ‘enjoy’ a preserved childhood, but with the Korean War
as a clear turning point, he painted them as objects of containment,
protection, and education. In particular, in works such as “Cane”(1956)
and Human Grafting(1955~1957), Hwang depicts the moments when
primitive moral emotions emerge as children move through childhood
and the community of children who faithfully embrace the feelings. As
the metaphor of the “intact mirror” and the “vine seed” illustrates, Hwang
seeks to bring out the disposition of goodness that children receive from
God at birth, based on an essentialism. Since the preservation of the
disposition can be jeopardized by worldliness and growth, Hwang
Soon-won asks them to grow up in a way that keeps them forever a child.
‘Educational, but resistant to the logic of growth’ is at the core of his

bildung ideology.
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During the same period, Hwang carefully avoids featuring ‘young men
with guns on the battlefield." Still, from around 1956 onward, he talks
about young men who killed or nearly killed communists or civilian
women. Hwang Soon-won’s code for reenacting the Korean War was
‘atonement,” and he thought of the Korean War from the perspective that
we each did something wrong. The young men who held guns and killed
people on the battlefield were the future of children who did not grow up
the way Hwang Soon-won wanted them to. This article argues that Trees,
Standing on the Slope(1960) is explicitly a narrative of punishment for
the “misguided growth” of postwar youth. From this, it becomes clear that
Hwang Soon-won was a strange patriarchal figure who sternly
reprimanded and punished young men who had become imbued with
violent, militaristic masculinity on the battlefield. This narrative of
punishment and reprimand, grounded in moral solemnity, frames the
Korean War as a matter of freedom by assuming that we could always

have made different choices in this forced war.

Key words: Politics of Childhood in the Cold War Era, Initiation Story,
Bildungsroman, Moral Emotion, Punishment, The Korean War,
“A Star”, Trees, Standing on the Slope, Hwang Soon-won
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